








Students in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) majors may

also be eligible for an additional 24-month extension for OPT. Additional information 

can be found on our website. 

Work authorization for OPT is achieved once you have received the

Employment Authorization Document (EAD card), which is issued by

the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

If you complete a degree at a higher educational level, you may be

eligible to apply for another 12 months of OPT.

https://globalengagement.uga.edu/immigration/international-students/current-international-students/employment/#optional-practical-training




Please see an advisor if you 
have more questions about pre-

completion OPT







When OPT e-forms are submitted in compass.uga.edu, your 

academic advisor will confirm the anticipated graduation in the 

current academic term.



https://grad.uga.edu/index.php/current-students/forms/






Robin's EAD start date: May 15, 2024

Robin received EAD on April 15, 2024

Employment can begin on or after start date on EAD, May 15, 2024.



If you fail to complete your last degree requirements after filing an OPT I-765 

Employment application, you may lose lawful status.



Please note: USCIS must send the OPT Receipt Notice 

dated prior to the 60th day of your grace period.







ÅUSCIS Online account creation and online I-765 

submission

Å$470.00 paid by Credit Card on Pay.gov

New: Premium Processing for quicker adjudication. 

ÅScanned copy of I-20 with OPT recommendation on 2nd 

page, signed by Immigration Services advisor and student 

applicant on the 1st page. This is issued after an advisor 

reviews your OPT request. You must print the I-20 and sign 

it with ink before uploading to the online application.

ÅScanned copy of a passport-style, color photo of yourself 

taken within 30 days of filing application

ÅScanned copy of passport biographical information page

(showing passport expiration date & photo)

ÅScanned copy of your F-1 visa

ÅScanned copy of your I-94 record from cbp.gov/194 OR copy of I-

94 cardïfront and back (dark enough to show the red stamp on 

the front of it)

ÅScanned copy of I-797 Approval Notice if you changed status in

the U.S. (if applicable)

ÅScanned copies of all old I-20s for Full-Time CPT (if applicable)

ÅScanned copies of all previous EAD cards (if applicable)

https://myaccount.uscis.gov/
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/all-forms/how-do-i-request-premium-processing
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/i-94


ÅG-1145 Electronic Notification Form, Paper App Only

ÅCompleted and signed I-765

Only print the form I-765 found on the USCIS website. 

The USCIS will NOT accept outdated forms.

Å$520.00, payable to The U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security by check or money order OR use a completed 

G-1450 form to pay by credit card. 

ÅI-20 with OPT recommendation on 2nd page, signed by 

Immigration Services advisor and student applicant on the 

1st page. This is issued after an advisor reviews your OPT 

request.

ÅTwo identical, passport-style, color photos of yourself 

taken within 30 days of filing application

Photocopy of passport biographical information page (showing 

passport expiration date & photo)

ÅPhotocopy of your F-1 visa

ÅPrint-out of your I-94 record from cbp.gov/194 OR photocopy of I-

94 cardïfront and back (dark enough to show the red stamp on 

the front of it)

ÅPhotocopy of I-797 Approval Notice if you changed status in the 

U.S. (if applicable)

ÅPhotocopies of all old I-20s for Full-Time CPT (if applicable)

ÅPhotocopies of all previous EAD cards (if applicable)

https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/g-1450
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/i-94
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https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd
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During OPT, you are required to:

ÅKeep your address updated in Compass

ÅGet your I-20 signed for travel, by your immigration advisor

ÅWork a minimum of 20 hours per week

ÅReport your employerós information in Compass

Å ALL employment must be directly related to your major. A logical explanation must be 

outlined and provided. 

Remember, there is no limit on:

ÅHow much money you can make

ÅHow many jobs you can have

ÅThe maximum hours you can work 



ÅOPT approval allows for a maximum of 90 days of unemployment. 

ÅFailure to report your employment in compass.uga.edu will result in a violation of your F-1 

Status, if the period exceeds 90 days.

ÅPlease wait to report your employment until you receive your EAD card. Visit Compass to report 

employment or address changes.

ÅRemote employment is approvable within the U.S. Working remotely outside the U.S. on OPT is 

not permitted. Speak with your Immigration Advisor if you have questions about Remote 

Employment while approved for OPT.



ÅStudents with pending or approved applications to the USCIS must report changes to their 

residential or mailing address to UGA Immigration Services AND USCIS using the E-COA.

ÅWhen reporting your address changes to UGA Immigration Services, please visit 

compass.uga.edu. Select F-1 Employment îPractical Training. Submit the OPT Personal 

Information Update.

ÅWhen reporting your address changes to USCIS using the E-COA, follow the instructions linked 

below: https://www.uscis.gov/addresschange

https://www.uscis.gov/addresschange


Remember to report any employment in compass.uga.edu to avoid accruing 

unemployment days. Weekends and Holidays are counted.

Unemployment is counted from the OPT start date EVEN if you have not yet 

received your EAD.

You are considered unemployed if you do not have eligible OPT employment 

AND/OR if you have not reported your employment in Compass.

No 60-day grace period is allowed if 90 days of unemployment is reached; you 

must leave the U.S. immediately.

ALWAYS REQUEST AN EMPLOYMENT VERIFICATION LETTER FROM YOUR 

EMPLOYER IF THE POSITION IS UNPAID.
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